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We always want to hear from
you! Tell us what you like, what
you don't like, or what topic you
want to see us cover. Send your
comments and questions to

and we'll see what we can do!

Want to know more about
what's going on with
Georgia's Own or Ne[x]t? Like
us on Facebook (

) and follow us on
Twitter ( )and
Instagram ( )!
You can alsovisit the blog at

to find

money-related articles and tips.
We want you to be a part-of the
conversation, so let us know
what you're thinking!
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FROM THE COVER

McCIalrln Garmon

FROM THE EDITOR

Nope, no need for an eye exam—we’ve got
not one, but two amazing cover stars for
you, plus we’ve packed even more content
into this double issue of Ne/xJt Magazine.

When you think of professional watercross,
you probably think of male athletes.

Or maybe you think “what the heck is
professional watercross?!” Regardless of
your existing knowledge (or lack thereof)
on the sport, two young women, McClairin
Garmon and Valentina Lezcano, are making
quite a splash. Both women, fresh off the
Pro Watercross National Championship in
Louisiana, took some time out to chat with
us about their lives on and off the water.
Check out Garmon’s interview on page 10
and Lezcano’s interview on the flip side,
also on page 10.

A few months ago, we awarded a total

of $16,000 to three deserving students

as part of our What’s Ne[x]t Scholarship
contest. We announced our winners on our
blog back in June, but in this issue, we're
giving you the chance to get to know Demi,
Melanie, and Joy a little better. Find out
what’s next for each of them on the flip side
on pages 2 — 8. And if you’re in college or
soon will be, keep an eye out for our 2020
What’s Ne[x]t Scholarship contest in the

spring.

To round out our fall issue, we’re sharing
tips on making your holiday season a little
happier, managing money if you’re living
with a roommate, and we give our two cents
on whether college students really need a
checking account (hint: they do).
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For many, this is the most wonderful time of the year.
For others, well, they’d rather fast-forward to 2020.
Whether you’re thinking about the holidays with
anxiety or anticipation, we have some tips that can,
hopefully, make your holiday season a little happier.

Pack smart

If you’re packing for an extended stay, a little planning

now can keep you from hauling a mountain of luggage
through the middle of a crowded airport. Instead of folding
your clothes, roll them up. Also, stuff your socks inside
your shoes. You'll be surprised how much more you can fit
inside your suitcase just by taking these two steps. If you're
carrying a backpack, place the heavier items lower in the
pack for better balance and less strain on your back. Most
important, before packing anything, make sure you’re really
going to need it. Overpacking is the most common mistake.
Plus, the airlines will hit you with a fee or make you repack
your bag if it's over a set weight limit.

Don’t break the bank

If you're a college student or young professional, your
budget may already be tight. The closer you get to the
holidays, the higher airfares climb. Before you assume the
amount you see on the airline’s website is final, explore
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some of the online search engines that are designed
specifically to find lower fares. Some airlines even offer
student discounts. Another idea is to bring your own snacks
and an empty water bottle to the airport. The cost of food
and drinks at airports is crazy expensive because they know
they have a captive audience. Although traveling by train

or bus will take longer, they can be much more affordable.
Both Amtrak and Greyhound offer student discounts. Think
of it this way: a leisurely train or bus ride may be just what
you need to get in the holiday spirit.

Stay active

The holiday season doesn’t have to be all nhapping and
eating. If avoiding the holiday bulge is important to you,
use part of your downtime to get some exercise. Ask a
family member or old friend to take a walk with you—this a
great way to burn calories and catch up with what’s been
going on in your lives. You'll both have more energy and
won'’t feel quite as guilty about enjoying a glass of eggnog
or a delicious slice of pecan pie. After all, that’s part of

the holiday experience—enjoy it! Also, we know that the
holidays can be stressful at times. Just 20 minutes a day of
physical activity can bring those stress levels down, which is
good for your physical and mental health. In fact, according
to Forbes Magazine, three or four half-hour sessions per
week can lessen stress significantly.
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What if you can’t get away for the holidays?
Despite these helpful tips for holiday travels,
we realize that it’s just not realistic for

some people. But don’t fret—we have a

few suggestions for you as well.

Host a “Friendsmas” party
You’d be surprised how many college students will
be spending the holidays around campus. Why not
get together and celebrate? You can even enjoy
many of the same traditional holiday activities
together, such as cooking meals and exchanging
gifts. Look at it as an opportunity to begin your own
holiday traditions. Plus, it's an excellent opportunity
to get closer to your friends or even make some new
ones. And, if you start missing your family members,
technology has made it easy to connect via video
chat (Skype, FaceTime, etc.).

Make money

Nothing will take your mind off of being away from
home during the holidays like a nice paycheck. Many
employers are in desperate need of seasonal, part-
time help. You’ll earn money, make new friends, and
possibly gain valuable experience, depending on
what career path you’ve chosen. And when everyone
comes back from the holiday break complaining
about how broke they are, you can smile and enjoy
your stack of cash.

So whether you’re heading home or staying
put, we hope these tips will help you enjoy

the season. Happy Holidays from your
friends at Georgia’s Own Credit Union!
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ROOMMATES AND
MANAGING MONEY

By Kodisha Bivins

Having a roommate isn’t always ideal,
but for many people, it’s often a financial
necessity. Managing money with
roommates takes lots of communication
and organization if you desire a friendly
living arrangement—which I’'m sure you
do. While discussions of money and formal
agreements can be an uncomfortable
conversation, it’s also extremely
important. Putting everything out on the
table keeps everything clear and clarity
keeps down the drama.

6 NE[X]T MAGAZINE FALL 2019

Here are a few tips on living with roommates and how to
effectively manage money:

CREATE THE HOUSE RULES

Some say, “rules are meant to be broken,” but not having
house rules can quickly create chaos and resentment in

a living arrangement. The smell of dirty laundry lingering
through the hallways or music blasting at 5:00am are
definitely causes for concern. So before you bang on
your roommate’s door, create rules and boundaries so
expectations are clear. Rules about loud music, cleaning
responsibilities, parties, privacy, etc., are just a few
examples of things to outline in your rules. Once the rules
are established, the house mates will have have a guide
for what to do and not do. Take it a step further and print a
copy for everyone to sign and place it on the refrigerator
as a reminder. Because life can be unpredictable at times,



always be open to discussing things you might have missed
and be willing to create or modify rules as needed. While
you don’t want your home to feel like Alcatraz, rules are
necessary, and they help to prevent problems.

SPLIT THE BILLS YOU SHARE

Discussions about which bills you’ll share and who will be
responsible for ensuring they are paid on time each month
will help lessen the drama and can keep you from becoming
a star on the latest daytime court television show. In today’s
technology-driven society, we rely on apps. To keep things
simple, use apps like Splitwise to break down who owes
what and make it easier to communicate about money. Free
apps like Mint also help keep you on top of your finances.
With Mint, you can easily link all your financial accounts, set
up budgets, and receive alerts. Seeing all your bills in one
location keeps you organized and aware of your finances.
Plus, habits you develop early on about finance, credit, and
budgeting will stick with you throughout life.

MAKE MONTHLY PAYMENTS EASY

It's difficult to do homework in the dark, and you can’t
binge watch your favorite Netflix show without electricity.
Forgetting to pay the power bill is not a mistake you want
to experience. A simple way to track expenses is to post
bills in a central location where all the roommates can see
them and know when they are due. Another option is to
create calendar alerts that will pop up on your phone—you
can even invite your roommates to the calendar reminder.
Apps like Venmo, PayPal, or CashApp are great ways for
roommates to pay their portion of the monthly bills.

PUT IT IN WRITING

Yes, put it in writing because taking someone’s word isn’t
what a lawyer would advise you to do. Once you’ve decided
to move in with someone and share expenses, documenting
that agreement is vital to protecting yourself should a
conflict arise. Keep a copy of the rules, the bills, and
anything that might be important to your living arrangement.
Sometimes things don’t work out as planned, and in those
moments, you want to be sure you have documentation

to protect yourself in the case of legal action. Once it's
signed, scan a copy, save it on your computer, and email it
to yourself. Because if you can’t prove what was agreed
upon, a judge will not take your word.

HAVE THOSE AWKWARD CONVERSATIONS
Keep the lines of communication open by having
monthly meetings. Sitting down to discuss important
(and not-so-important) matters is a great way to
build healthy, long-lasting relationships. You don’t
have to be best friends, but creating a bond can
only help to make your home more pleasant.
Ignoring problems won’t make them go away—in

fact, it could make it worse. Because people’s moods can
change from day to day depending on what they are dealing
with, be open to healthy conversations that could lead to
resolution. Work to create an inviting environment where
you and your roommates can unwind and be at peace after
a long day of school or work.

DON’T SHARE FOOD

If your roommates like frozen dinners and you like cooking,
there’s going to be a huge problem. Consider the fact that a
healthier lifestyle tends to be more expensive, while eating
junk food or frozen food is relatively cheap and affordable
for almost anyone. Personal frozen dinners tend to cost less
than $5.00, while cooking a meal could cost about twice
that, maybe triple. Simply put, eating styles vary from person
to person, so save yourself the trouble of having to explain
what you ate and who should pay more or less for groceries.
Make it easy and just buy your own food.

w§?
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Enjoy Checking with Choices. Georgia’s Own Credit Union is made
up of a diverse group of members, each with their own needs and To learn more about our
preferences. That’s why our checking options were designed with . ..
you in mind. Regardless of which account fits you best, you’ll enjoy CheCklng accounts, visit
free online access, free bill pay, mobile check deposit, no minimum georgiasown.org

balance requirements, and more!
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Perhaps it hasn’t hit you yet. If you are or soon will be a
college student, financial responsibility is an essential
lesson. The sooner you learn it, the better off you’ll

be, not only through college but for the rest of your
life. But, for now, let’s focus on college life and how
opening a checking account now can make it easier.

ADDED CONVENIENCE

Cash is okay for covering small costs, but what about
the bigger ones, such as parking passes and living
expenses? It’s not safe or feasible to keep that much
cash on hand. By opening a checking account that
comes with a debit card, you can knock out those
expenses quickly and securely. Also, if you plan on
having a part-time job, you’ll need to have a checking
account to take advantage of direct deposit. You'll also
enjoy the ease of online bill pay to cover utility bills, etc.,
if applicable.

MONEY MANAGEMENT

College is a time when most students have to learn how
to get by with less. Worn-out sofas, care packages from
home, and cheap eats are the norm. Those who learn
how to manage their money well do best. A checking
account makes it easier to keep an eye on your limited
funds, create a budget, and reconcile your account.

These are lessons that you’ll be glad you learned in
college because you’re really going to need them once
you graduate, get a full-time job, and, for some, start a
family.

WHICH CHECKING ACCOUNT IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

As previously mentioned, most college students are
working with limited funds. If you’re one of them, you
want a checking account that offers the features you
need but without expensive fees.

Keep in mind, many financial institutions will advertise
“free” checking accounts with no fees, but they come
with strings attached. Be sure you check out the

fine print. Students tend to sign up with a bank or
credit union that’s on or close to campus. It may be
well worth your effort to expand your search to find

a better option. Generally speaking, you can expect
better rates, fewer fees, and exceptional customer
service from a credit union. By making smart financial
decisions now, you’re laying down a solid foundation
for success that lasts well beyond college.
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In a sport dominated by males, McClairin Garmon (age 14)
is making waves when it comes to claiming the checkered
flag in the adrenaline-driven, male-dominated sport of
watercross. Watercross is similar to motocross, yet unlike
motocross where riders race motor bikes on traditional
tracks, watercross riders race personal watercrafts (PWCs
or jet skis) and compete on unpredictable liquid tracks,
including lakes, rivers, and oceans. These PWCs are
capable of speeds of over 85 mph, require highly skilled
driving techniques, along with unwavering nerves of steel.
Just off the Pro Watercross National Championship on
Lake Charles in Louisiana, Garmon slowed down just long
enough to share her thoughts on the sport, girl power, and
what it takes to win on and off the water.

McClairin Garmon | Age 14 | Gainesville, GA

How long have you been racing and what piqued your
interest in watercross?

| have grown up on Lake Sidney Lanier in Gainesville,
Georgia and have been riding jet skis most of my life. When
I was much younger, | was somewhat afraid of the water, but
at some point, decided to dive headfirst into that fear, and
now | crave being on the water as much as possible. In fact,
when I'm not on a jet ski and weather permits, you can find
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me surfing behind a boat or wakeboarding.

| became interested in watercross after attending a Pro
Watercross event as a spectator. It was such a well-put-
together event, exciting to watch, and the people were very
friendly. After that, | became a huge fan of Pro Watercross,
the riders, and the sport itself.

What have you enjoyed most about the Pro Watercross
National Tour?

This one is easy. Pro Watercross is truly a community of
some amazing people who share the same passion. I'm
fairly new to the sport and have been overwhelmed by the
support and encouragement | have received from other
riders. Everyone pulls for one another in Pro Watercross and
talks others up to potential sponsors, and even though we
like to say, “When the band pops, the friendship stops,” the
reality is we celebrate one another’s victories and are there
for support when things don’t go well. As an example, we
lost one of the sport’s finest very suddenly last year: Shaun
Compton. In response, Pro Watercross held the Shaun
Compton Memorial Race in Orange, Texas in August of this
year to raise funds to support Mr. Compton’s family. | feel
like we are all a family, and I'm very grateful to be a part of it.
Who are your role models in the sport?



This is another easy one for me. Valentina Lezcano is one of
the top female riders out there. She is beautiful, funny, and
fearless, but what | appreciate most about her is that she

is a role model for other girls. From the beginning, she has
encouraged me and cheered me on, and she even had a
“girl power” jacket made for me. | aspire to be more like her,
and | hope to continue to improve and ultimately return all
the favors she has shown me by encouraging girls starting
out in watercross. | would also say that early on Brian
O’Rourke, who rides with Team Faith, provided me with
invaluable technical advice, and riders Kenny Compton and
Hailey Compton of Texas have become some of my best
friends and make these races twice the fun.

How do you balance being on the Pro Watercross
National Tour with school and other responsibilities?

| don’t always have perfect balance. | have missed a race or
two because of school since my grades are really important
to me. Otherwise, | have been fortunate that my school,
Lakeview Academy, gives me enough flexibility to run the
vast majority of the tour. There are sacrifices that we all
have to make to do the things we are passionate about. For
example, | want to try out for my school’s play but will miss
critical practices because | will be participating in the World
Championship in Naples, Florida. I've already learned that

| can’t do it all, so | have to prioritize and get good advice
from others.

What are the best and most difficult parts of being part of
the Pro Watercross Tour?

The best part is the people who put on and participate

in the tour and the opportunity to ride and improve and
overcome challenges. The tour also takes place at some of
the most beautiful lakes, rivers, and oceans in the country.
The most difficult part is that | didn’t get to see my local
friends much this summer and also, after racing in Louisiana
and then Texas back to back, I'm a little beaten up; | started
my first day of high school with massive bandages on my
hands to cover blisters—not exactly a fashion statement.

What'’s next for you?

| will be at the Pro Watercross World Championship in
Naples, Florida, in late October. Other than that, | plan to
practice a lot, tune my ski up, and keep improving.

GEORGIASOWN.ORG/BLOG FALL 2019 11
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