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[FROM THE EDITOR]

The Word, with Will
Financial topics can 

be a bore sometimes. 

I know it’s dif! cult 

to read or listen to 

someone talk about 

money, unless it’s 

someone telling you 

that you’ll be receiving 

a large sum of cash 

soon. Especially when 

you’re young and may 

have yet to deal with 

real ! nancial issues. It’s 

easy to sit back and 

not pay attention when 

someone else is in 

charge of the money. It’s not a popular topic – I completely 

understand! However, and I’m sure you’ve heard this 

before, the sooner you begin to learn smart money habits 

and the basics of your ! nances, the better off you’ll be 

down the road.

 

I’ve heard from many of you that you wish you had known 

more before you started off on your own.  From learning 

how to even start saving to building up credit and so much 

more. The good news, however, is you can start ! guring 

things out now and our team can help. We want to know 

the topics you want to hear about so tell us what you’d like 

to see. We’ll start from the basics and provide you as much 

info along the way as possible. If you have a story about

how you’ve navigated a ! nancial situation, or just a cool 

story in general, share it with us. If we feature you or your 

story, we’ll send you a $50 gift card! You can get in touch 

with us by emailing social@georgiasown.org.

 

If you will be attending college during the 2016-2017 

academic year, we want to encourage you to apply for the 

2016 What’s Ne[x]t Scholarship! You can ! nd more details 

inside or by visiting georgiasownnext.com/scholarship. We’ll 

be awarding $15,000 in scholarships to three deserving 

students. 

Again, if you have questions, comments or stories, let us 

know at social@georgiasown.org. I hope you ! nd something 

useful in this issue!

FEEDBACK.
We always want to hear from you! Tell us what you 

like, what you don’t like or what topic you want to 

see us cover. Send your comments and questions 

to wjmller@georgiasown.org and we’ll see what we 

can do!

CONNECT.
Want to know more about what’s going on with 

Georgia’s Own or Ne[x]t? Like us on Facebook 

(facebook.com/georgiasown) and follow us on 

Twitter (@georgiasown)! You can also visit the blog 

at doyouix.com to ! nd money-related articles and 

tips. We want you to be a part of the conversation, 

so let us know what you’re thinking!
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Since being named the head coach of the Georgia State University (GSU) Men’s Basketball 
team in 2011, Ron Hunter has changed the national perception of Georgia State. In his ! rst 
four seasons, Coach Hunter helped the team win 87 games, including advancing to the third 
round of the 2015 NCAA tournament following a shocking upset of number 3-seed Baylor 
University – a game in which Hunter’s son, R.J., a key member of the team, hit the game 
winning shot as time expired. While’s he’s known as the head coach of the Panthers, Coach 
Hunter is also well known for coaching a game each season barefoot, a tradition he started 
while head coach of Indiana University – Purdue University Indianapolis. He coaches barefoot 
to bene! t Samaritan’s Feet, a foundation that donates shoes to children around the world 
who can’t a" ord them. We were able to speak with Coach Hunter to talk about his thoughts 
on coaching, his success at GSU and his involvement with Samaritan’s Feet.

Georgia State University

Coach Ron Hunter
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How did you get into coaching?

While I was still playing collegiately, I realized that 

coaching was what I wanted to do for a living. From 

that point on, I tried to learn as much as I could from my 

coaches to make the transition to coaching as easy as 

possible when my playing days were over.

What’s a typical day look like for a Division I basketball 

coach?

Honestly, I don’t know if there is a typical day, which is 

not necessarily a bad thing. Every day is a little different 

depending on if we are in season or out of season. The 

great part of everyday being different is that there is 

always a new challenge which keeps the job fresh. I take 

great pleasure in that my job never gets boring.

Do you have any advice for someone who may be 

thinking about becoming a coach?

I think it is a great profession to be in. For someone 

young who wants to get into coaching, they must 

understand that it is a huge time commitment and it 

can take a long time to move up the coaching ladder. 

However, it is extremely rewarding getting to work with 

student-athletes and molding young minds.

What advice would you give our young adult readers on 

how to achieve future success in whatever career they 

choose?

In my mind the key to success is doing something you 

love. Over the course of your life, you are going to spend 

a lot of time at work. If you enjoy it, it will never feel 



like a job, but rather just a part of you. I love coaching and 

have been doing it for a long time and I wouldn’t change a 

thing.

Can you brie! y describe the feeling you had watching 

your son, R.J., hit the game 

winning shot versus Baylor?

It was probably one of the 

most emotional experiences 

in my life. Obviously I was 

extremely proud of R.J. I was 

also proud of the way our 

team reacted when we trailed 

by 12 points with under 

three minutes remaining in 

the game. They never gave 

up and kept pushing. That 

attitude gave us a chance at 

the end and fortunately R.J. 

knocked down a shot that will 

not soon be forgotten.

After Georgia State stole the show during the " rst 

weekend of the 2015 NCAA tournament, you were the 

lead story on ESPN and other media outlets. What was the 

most memorable experience for you during that time?

There were a lot of great stories told during the 

tournament. However, my most memorable experience 

was right when we got back to the hotel after the win and 

I got to spend about 10 

minutes with my wife, son 

and daughter. We laughed, 

cried and everything in 

between. After those 10 

minutes, we got to do an 

ESPN piece as a family 

and that time together 

was extremely special.

What’s your favorite thing about Georgia State University?

Honestly, I have a lot of favorites, so it would be tough 

for me to select just one. However, I love being in the 

city of Atlanta and everything that makes up our campus. 

We have been fortunate to win a lot of games in the last 

couple of years and the support that we have received 

from our students, fans and alums throughout the city has 

been special. 

R.J. was selected by the Boston Celtics in the " rst round 

of the 2015 NBA Draft. What’s it like as a parent to see 

him get drafted?

Knowing that R.J. was getting a chance to ful! ll his 

lifelong dream, it was 

extremely gratifying for me as 

a parent. Not too many fathers 

get to spend every day with 

their college-aged kids, so I 

made sure to enjoy the three 

years he was a part of our 

program. It culminated with an 

incredible night surrounded by 

family and friends. I could not 

be any more proud of him.

We know you’re involved with 

Samaritan’s Feet and have 

coached a game barefoot for 

the last several years to bene" t 

them. Can you tell us how you 

got involved with that organization?

A group from Samaritan’s Feet, including founder Manny 

Ohonme approached me almost 10 years ago. They 

explained to me what they were trying to do and right 

from the start, it just felt right. They were trying to bring 

awareness to the 300 million children around the globe 

who wakeup without shoes each day and wanted a coach 

to help raise awareness. I was fortunate that they found 

me as it has been 

extremely rewarding.

What’s it like coaching a 

game without shoes on? 

It must have been a little 

odd at " rst?

At ! rst, it was kind of 

painful, however, the 

more I thought about it the more I realized that the pain 

was nothing compared to what a child must go through 

never having a pair of shoes and dealing with that pain 

every day. To be in some pain for two hours is nothing 

compared to that. It was de! nitely a little strange, but 

I will keep doing it if it helps raise awareness for an 

incredible cause.

What does it mean to you to give back to those less 

fortunate?

I can win every game I coach for the rest of my life, 

win conference championships and even a national 

“  ey were trying to bring awareness 
to the 300 million children around the 
globe who wakeup without shoes each 
day and wanted a coach to help raise 
awareness.”

Coach Hunter Promoting the Georgia State 
University Alumni Association’s Visa Credit Card
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championship. However, it will never be as rewarding 

as seeing the smile on the face of a child who we 

have just given their ! rst pair of shoes. I have been 

fortunate to travel to places like Peru, Costa Rica and 

South Africa, and each one of those trips has allowed 

me to see how fortunate we truly are in this country. 

I will continue to do this work well after I am done 

coaching because there are still a lot of children out 

there to help.

At Georgia’s Own, we work to promote " nancial 

responsibility. How has " nancial responsibility played 

into your personal success?

When you are young and getting into the coaching 

profession, you live paycheck to paycheck, so it is 

important to learn ! nancial responsibility. I learned that 

lesson very quickly and have continued to live that 

way my entire life. I am fortunate to be able to provide 

for my family and I think that has led to success on 

and off the court. 

Coach Hunter on Shoes of Hope South African Trip

Coach Hunter on Shoes of Hope South African Trip



You’re ready to get a vehicle and know what car you want – or maybe you 

don’t know exactly which car you want, but you have an idea. Either way, 

unless you’ve inherited a large sum of cash, you’ll probably need to ! nance 

your new purchase with an auto loan. An auto loan will allow you to make 

monthly payments, creating a more affordable vehicle. If this will be your 

! rst purchase, you’ll want to do your homework so you can choose the right 

package to fund your new ride. 

LET’S GO FOR A DRIVE:

Auto Financing Basics

DOYOUIX .COM   SPRING 2016 7
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1. Check your credit score. Your credit score is a 

number between 300 and 850 and is used by lenders to 

determine the risk of lending you money. A higher score 

will help you receive better rates and other terms. You can 

check your score and get a free copy of your credit report 

every 12 months (www.annualcreditreport.com). Reviewing 

your credit reports ahead of time may give you an 

opportunity to correct any mishaps so that you can increase 

your score before you head out to purchase a car. If you 

don’t have any credit, it may be dif! cult to get a loan or 

could cost more in fees and interest. Try building your credit 

with a small line (like a secured credit card) so you can 

establish a score and also get some experience managing 

credit before making a big purchase. 

2. Determine how much you can afford. You’ll 

want to take a look at your ! nancial situation to make 

sure that you’ll have enough income to cover your living 

expenses. If you have a couple thousand dollars saved, you 

can apply that towards a down payment which will help 

reduce the amount you pay each month. Play around with 

numbers with an auto loan calculator to see what your 

payments might look like. When you ! nance, the amount 

you’ll pay each month will depend on factors like the price 

of the car, Annual Percentage Rate (APR) and the loan term. 

Keep in mind the full price of the vehicle instead of the 

monthly payments. Paying $500 a month for 36 months is 

a much cheaper vehicle than paying $500 a month for 72 

months. Just because you have it, doesn’t mean you need 

to spend it! Other important considerations when it comes 

to affordability include car insurance, fuel, maintenance and 

repairs. 

3. Choose your lender. Among options to ! nance your 

car, you can get an auto loan from ! nancial institutions 

like Georgia’s Own Credit Union. Georgia’s Own can pre-

approve you for a loan so that you’ll know exactly how 

much you’re quali! ed to borrow before you head to the 

car lot. This will help you avoid the salesman pushing you 

toward an unaffordable car. 

4. Choose your vehicle. Once you’ve ! gured out how 

and where you’re going to get the money to pay for your 

new vehicle, the fun part begins - picking out your ride. Try 

to be practical with what you really need out of a vehicle. 

Sure, the brand new, top of the line car looks great, but is 

it what you need? Also, be careful 

with car dealers as they may try 

to talk you into a longer loan that 

will reduce your monthly payment, 

but will cost you more in the long 

run. If you plan to buy a used car 

from a private party, check the 

restrictions to make sure your loan 

covers that option. 

Need help ! nding the right car? 

Georgia’s Own Car! nder is a car 

buying service through Georgia’s 

Own that can get you into the 

perfect vehicle. Simply provide 

any details you’re looking for and 

what you’re looking to pay and 

they’ll help ! nd the car that ! ts your quali! cations. Plus, 

they’ll even deliver it to your home or of! ce.

If you’re in the market for a new car, don’t wait until 

you’re at the dealership to start thinking about ! nancing. If 

you’ve never had the experience of getting an auto loan, it 
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may seem terrifying at ! rst, but it’s really not that bad. 

These are just the basics of a car loan so if you’re still 

not sure, don’t be afraid to ask for help. Your parents, 

family members or friends have probably gone through the 

process and can help guide you. 

”If you’re in the market for 
a new car, don’t wait until 
you’re at the dealership 
to start thinking about 
fi nancing.”

Key Car Financing Terms

• Annual Percentage Rate (APR) – Presented as a percentage, APR 

is a calculation of the full amount you will pay for a loan over 

the course of one year. Basically, it tells how much it will cost to 

borrow money (on top of the actual loaned amount itself). The 

higher the APR, the more you will pay for a loan overall.

• Amount Financed – The dollar amount of the credit provided to you 

from a lender. 

• Credit Score – A number that lenders use to help them decide 

how likely it is that they will be repaid on time if they give a 

person a loan. It’s a number between 300 and 850 that represents 

your credit risk based on information in your credit ! le.

• Down Payment – The initial amount you pay to reduce the 

amount you need to ! nance.

• Loan Term –The amount of time in months you’re given to either 

pay back the loan or renegotiate for another term.

• Monthly Payment – The dollar amount due each month on the 

loan agreement.

• Total Cost – The total amount you will have paid after you have 

made all the payments as scheduled (includes the price of the 

vehicle, interest on the loan and any other services you might 

have added to the loan)

Sources: bankrate.com, Investopedia.com, moneyunder30.com
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SCHOLARSHIP

Georgia’s Own is giving away
$15,000 in scholarships.

We’re giving away $15,000 in scholarships to THREE 

deserving students. Create a video that tell us where life is 

taking you, what your passion is or what you want to 

accomplish and you could win.

Want to enter? Tell us what’s next for you.

APPLY ONLINE AT:

www.georgiasownnext.com/scholarship

BY GEORGIA’S OWN

Applications are due

by May 27, 2016!  






